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General terms 
Adaptation: a behaviour or body structure which makes an organism 

more successful in its habitat 

Diurnal: active during the day 

Domesticated: An animal that lives with humans or is looked after by 
them. 

Nocturnal: active at night 

Organism: In biological terms, an organism is used to describe a 
living thing whether animal, plant, fungi or micro-organisms. 

Population: a group of plants or animals of the same species that live 

in the same area and have the opportunity to breed with each other 

Species: a group of organisms that closely resemble one another, 

that interbreed under natural conditions, and produce fertile 

offspring 

Temperament: The way the animal thinks, behaves or reacts 

 

Animal families 
Arachnid: Animals with eight legs or arms such as spiders 

Arthropod: An arthropod is an invertebrate that has an external 
skeleton (exoskeleton) and a segmented body, like a wood louse. 

Avian: A member of the bird family. 

Echinoderm: Echinoderms are spiny-skinned invertebrates that are 
found on the ocean floor. 

Ectoparasite: An animal that lives on the surface of another animal's 
body, generally by sucking it's blood. 

Family: A level of classifying animals within an order. Orders are 
broken down in families and families are broken down further into 
smaller groups called genus. 



Genus: A level of classifying animals within a family. Families are 
divided into sub-groups called genus which generally contain one or 
two animal species. 

Insect: Insects are invertebrate arthropods, which means that the 
insects body is made up of sections of shell rather than bones. 

Invertebrate: Invertebrates are animals that do not have a spinal 
column (back bone) 

Mammal: Mammals are warm blooded vertebrates that have 
mammary glands, which means that the females are able to produce 
milk to feed their young. 

Mollusc: Molluscs are a group of animals that are found in both 
marine and freshwater habitats. The octopus and the squid are both 
molluscs. 

Parasite: An animal that lives on or inside another animal. 

Reptile: Reptiles are cold blooded vertebrates that have scales 
covering their skin rather than hair or feathers. 

Vertebrate: Vertebrates are animals with a spinal column (back 
bone) and include mammals, reptiles, birds and fish. 

 

Appearance/ Main characteristics 
Albino: a plant or animal lacking normal pigmentation. Albino 

animals typically have milky or translucent skin, white or colourless 

hair, and pink or blue eyes 

Antenna: The sensory feelers on the head of an animal. Antennae 

are always present in pairs and can be sensitive to touch, taste, 

sound and heat. 

Disruptive colouration: colour patterns or markings that break up an 

animal's body shape to help conceal and camouflage it 

Melanistic: having an increased amount of black or nearly black 

pigmentation in the skin, feathers, hair, or other outer tissues 



Antler: The bony growth on the head of animals such as deer. 

Average Size: The average length (L) or height (H) of the animal 

Average Weight: The average measurement of how heavy the 
animal is 

Binocular Vision: When the two eyes face forwards their field of 
vision overlaps allowing the animal to judge depth. 

Calcareous structure: Calcareous (calcium) structures are shells, 
bones and exoskeletons that are created by many animals to provide 
both support and protection. 

Blowhole: A single or double hole on the top of whales which they 
breathe through 

Bipedal: Moving on two legs 

Camouflage 

Colours or patterns are often displayed on an animal to help it to 
blend into its surroundings. 

Cartilage: Cartilage is a rubbery substance that helps to form part of 
the skeleton in vertebrates. 

Chelicera: Chelicerae are the first pairs of appendages of the front of 
an arachnid’s body, like a scorpions claws 

Cloven-hoofed: Animals such as deer and antelope have hooves that 
look like they are split in two. 

Cold Blooded: Needs the suns heat to warm up its body so it can 
move 

Dewlap: A flap of loose skin that hangs from an animal's neck. 

Digit: Fingers or toes. 

Distinctive Features: Characteristics unique to the animal 

Dorsal Fin: Large fin on the back of marine animals such as fish, 
sharks, whales and dolphins 

Endoskeleton: An internal skeleton that supports an animal's body 
and is generally made of bone. 



Exoskeleton: An external skeleton that supports and protects the 
animal's body. 

Femur: The femur is the thigh bone in all vertebrates that have four 
limbs including elephants, lions and humans. 

Flight Feathers: The wings and tail feather of a bird that are used in 
flight. 

Flipper: A flat paddle-shaped limb that many aquatic mammals have. 

Fluke: Many whales and their relatives have a rubbery tail flipper 
which is known as a fluke. 

Gill: An external organ used by aquatic animals such as fish to 
breathe 

Keratin: A strong and resilient structural protein that is found in an 
animal’s hair, nails and horn. 

Mandible: The paired jaws of an arthropod such as ants, crabs and 
spiders. 

Metacarpal: The metacarpal is one of a set of bones that is found in 
either or the arm or the leg in all vertebrates with four limbs. 

Metatarsal: The metatarsal is one of a set of bones found in the back 
of the leg in all vertebrates with four limbs. 

Organ: A structure found in an animal's body that is made up of 
tissues and does a specific task. 

Pinna: The external ear flaps found on mammals 

Prehensile: Prehensile is the term that is given the appendages of 
animals that have evolved to grasp or hold onto things. For example, 
some species of monkey 

Proboscis: The nose of an animal, or parts of the mouth which are 
nose-like in shape. 

Quadrupedal: Movement on four limbs. 

Sedentary: Having a lifestyle that involves little movement. 



Skeletal System: The animal’s skeletal system is made up of all the 
bones, joints and cartilage in the animal’s body. 

Trachea: A breathing tube found in vertebrates, which is known as 
the windpipe. 

Tusk: A modified tooth which protrudes out of the mouth of some 
mammals. 

Underfur: The dense layer of fur that is closest to the body of the 
animal to keep it warm. 

Warm Blooded: Ability to maintain a consistently warm body 
temperature, despite the surrounding climate. 

 

Habitat 

Biome: A grouping of living organisms, including the habitat in which 
they are found. 

Conservation: using habitats, resources, animals and plants wisely, 

so as to save them for future generations 

Habitat: any arrangement of space, food, water, and shelter suitable 

for the survival and reproduction of an organism 

Environment: the external surroundings in which an organism lives 

Home Range: the area on which an animal normally travels and lives 

Migration (Migrates - verb): seasonal movements from one location 

to another for feeding or breeding 

Colony: A group of animals from the same species, that spend their 
lives together and often have individual tasks that help with the 
overall survival of the colony. 

Ecological Niche: The term niche is used to describe an animals 
specific function or purpose within a certain habitat. 

Ecosystem: The term ecosystem is used to describe the working 
together of different species of animal within a particular habitat 



Lifestyle: Whether the animal is solitary or sociable 

 

Feeding 
Browsing: Feeding on the leaves that are on trees, bushes and 
shrubs higher up rather than eating the grass and plants on the 
ground. 

Canine Tooth: Some mammals have canine teeth which are strong 
and sharply pointed teeth. Canine teeth are generally found at the 
front of the jaw and are used for piercing and biting prey. 

Carnassial Tooth: Carnivorous mammals have a carnassial tooth 
which is a blade-like tooth that is designed to slice through flesh. 

Carnivore: A carnivore is an animal that only eats other animals in 
order to ensure its own survival. 

Carrion: The remains of dead animals. 

Deposit Feeder: An animal that feeds on small particles of organic 
matter that have drifted down to and settle on the bottom of the 
sea. 

Detritivore: An animal that feeds on dead plant and animal matter. 

Diet: What kind of foods the animal eats 

Filter Feeder: An animal that feeds by extracting small particles of 
food out of the water. 

Food Chain: An animal food chain is the sequence of who eats whom 
within an ecosystem in order for each animal to obtain nutrition. 

Food Web: The interlinking of a collection of food chains from one 
habitat. 

Frugivorous: An animal that feeds on fruit. 

Grazing: Feeding on grass and ground-level plants and foliage. 

Herbivore: A herbivore is an animal that only eats plant material 

Host: The animal which a parasite is feeding on or in. 



Incisor Tooth: A flat tooth at the front of a mammal's jaw that is 
used for gnawing and slicing food. 

Insectivore: An animal that feeds on insects. 

Metabolic Rate: The rate of an animal's metabolism can be affected 
by many factors including size and energy. 

Metabolism: A mixture of chemical processes that occur within the 
body of an animal to either release energy (breaking down food) or 
to consume it (muscle movement). 

Molar Tooth: A flattened or ridged tooth found at the back of the 
jaw in mammals that is used for chewing. 

Omnivore: An omnivore is an animal that eats both plant material 
and other animals in order to get enough food. 

Premolar Tooth: A specialised tooth that is found about half-way 
along the jaw in mammals that is often used for slicing through flesh. 

Ruminant: A hoofed and herbivorous mammals that has a 
specialised digestive system with more than one stomach chamber. 

Saprophagous: Feeding on decaying and dead matter. 

Xylophagous: An animal that eats wood. 

 

Abilities/Special characteristics 

Abboreal Locomotion: Verb that means to move through or up 
trees. May only be a few times or regularly. 

Tapetum Lucidum: a layered structure at the back of the eye that 
helps increase night vision in some animals  

Baleen: Thick hairs that are found in the mouths of some species of 
whale, which they use to filter food particles out of the water. 

Breaching: When an animal leaps out of the water and falls back in 
with a splash. 



Compound Eye: An eye that is divided up into separate 
compartments, each with its own set of lenses, much like a fly 

Cryptic Colouration: An animal uses certain colours and markings in 
order to make itself invisible in its surroundings. 

Echolocation: A way of sensing nearby objects by using pulse of high-
frequency sound. 

Mimicry: When one animal attempts to camouflage itself by 
resembling another animal or an object such as a leaf or a stick. 

Moult: The shedding of fur, feathers, scales and skin so that it can be 
renewed and replaced. 

Paratoid Gland: A gland found behind the eyes of some amphibians 
that secretes poison onto the surface of their skin. 

Pheromone: A chemical produced by an animal which has an effect 
on animals from the same species but also on other animal species 
too. 

Warning Colouration: The mixture of different colours displayed on 
an animal that warns other animals that it is dangerous. 

 

Life cycle 
Asexual reproduction: A form of reproduction that involves just one 
parent, and is most common in invertebrates. Asexual reproduction 
means that a species can quickly multiply it's population numbers 

Average clutch size: The average number of eggs laid at once 

Average life span: The average number of babies born at once 

Average Litter Size: The average number of babies born at once 

Brood Parasite: When an animal (birds are common) tricks another 
species into raising it's young 

Chrysalis: A hard and shiny case that protect animals, that is often 
found attached to plants or buried in the soil. 



Cocoon: A nest made by insects of woven silk, often to protect eggs 
or pupae. 

Foetus: A developing animal that is nearing the time of birth. 

Larva: A young insect that is independent of an looks very different 
from the adult form. 

Metamorphosis: The complete change in body shape when certain 
animals move from being young animals into adults. 

Oviparous: Reproducing by laying eggs. 

Reproduction: Reproduction is the biological process by which new 
individual organisms are produced. 

Viviparous: Giving birth to live young in order to reproduce. 
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